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To:   MWLC EMSS AGENCIES 
From:   MWLC EMSS 
Date:   10/4/24 
RE:   IV Fluid Shortage 

 
Purpose: Communicate an IV fluid shortage. 
Goal: Restrict the use of IV fluids to those patients requiring volume replacement until the shortage resolves. 
 
Suppliers are reporting an IV fluid shortage that may last for three to four months.  Until further notice: 

1. IV fluid therapy should only be administered to time sensitive patients requiring fluid replacement. 
2. IV fluids are being removed from hospital EMS supply rooms and may be replaced from ED nursing 

staff depending upon inventory levels.  Please work with nursing staff to see if replacement supply is 
available after transferring care. 

3. Please continue to distribute current EMS transport apparatus inventory of IVF fluids equally as best 
able.  IDPH is understanding of the inability to stock required levels of IVF fluids until the shortage 
resolves. 

4. Please increase and maintain inventory levels on EMS transport apparatus of the following items: 
a. Saline locks (listed on inventory sheet at “Hep Locks w/J-loop”):  from 2 to 4. 
b. Saline flushes: from 2 to 6. 

5. IV push medications, whenever appropriate, should be administered through a saline lock followed by 
a saline flush. 

6. IO starts should be last resort as IV fluids are required to utilize them. 

If other patient care challenges are realized, please contact the EMS office. 


