Can my

medical information be shared
anonymously?

In order to receive medical information through
the registry, the adopted or surrendered person,
birth parent or sibling, adoptive parent or legal
guardian must complete the medical questionnaire and agree to exchange this information
with other eligible registrants. Persons who wish
to exchange medical background
information without revealing their
identity may do so if they indicate
this in their application.

Is there

a fee for registering with
the Adoption Registry?

Yes. There is a $40 filing fee. However, the fee
will be waived if the registrant completes the
Medical Information Exchange Questionnaire at
the time of the initial application and agrees to
the release of the medical questionnaire to
at least one other party to the adoption.
The $40 fee is also waived for adoptive parents
who register with the IARMIE within 12 months
of the finalization of their child’s adoption.

May I

update or amend my registration
in the future?

Yes. Any registrant (including all those who
registered with the Illinois Adoption Registry
prior to January 1, 2000) may update or amend
information on file free of charge. However, updates
and amendments must be accompanied by proof
of identification (a photocopy of the registrant’s
driver’s license or other state-or
government-issued ID).

I A R M I E

registration forms are available a number of ways.
• Download the forms from the Department’s Web site:
<www.idph.state.il.us>.
• E‐mail a request for forms to <dph.vitals@illinois.gov>.
• Fax a request for forms to 217‐557‐5279.
• Call the registry at 217‐557‐5159, toll‐free, 877‐323‐5299,
TTY (hearing impaired use only) 800‐547‐0466.
• Mail a request for forms to the Illinois Department of
Public Health, Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical
Information Exchange, Division of Vital Records,
925 E. Ridgely Ave., Springfield, IL 62702‐2737.

Other Adoption Information Resources
Adoption Advocates of America
P.O. Box 215
Highland Park, IL 60035
The Adoption Information
Center of Illinois
188 W. Randolph St., Ste. 600
Chicago, IL 60601

Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services
406 E. Monroe St.
Springfield, IL 62701
Jewish Children’s Bureau
1 S. Franklin Ave., Ste. 301
Chicago, IL 60606

Adoptive Families Today
P.O. Box 1726
Barrington, IL 60011-1726

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
300 W. Rohmann Ave.
West Peoria, IL 61604

American Adoption Congress
1904 W. Dickens Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614

Midwest Adoption Center
Illinois Department of Children
and Family Services
Post Adoption Program
3158 Des Plaines River Road, Ste. 120
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Catholic Conference of Illinois
65 E. Wacker Place, Ste. 1620 Chicago,
IL 60601
Children’s Home and Aid
Society of Illinois
1279 N. Milwaukee
Chicago, IL 60602
Confidential Intermediary
Services of Illinois
3158 Des Plaines River Road, Ste. 120
Des Plaines, IL 60018
The Cradle
2049 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201

Illinois Adoption Registry and
M edical Information Ex change

Illinois
has
put
the

option

Missing Pieces
P.O. Box 7541
Springfield, IL 62794-8450
Stars of David
3175 Commercial Ave., Ste. 100
Northbrook, IL 60062-1915
Truth Seekers in Adoption
4356 Forest Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

For more information, contact
Illinois Department of Public Health
Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical
Information Exchange
925 E. Ridgely Ave., Springfield, IL 62702‐2737
217‐557‐5159 • TTY (hearing impaired use only) 800‐547‐0466
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Il l i n o is D ep ar tment o f Pu b l i c He alth

The Illinois Adoption Registry

now offers Illinois adoptees and
their birth and adoptive families
a new post-adoption option – the

Medical Information Exchange.

What
is
the Illinois Adoption Registry and
Medical Information Exchange?

Recent changes to the adoption registry law
provide for additional information to be shared.
Previously, registrants were able to authorize or
prohibit the release of identifying information to
others involved in their surrender or adoption.
While that option remains, under new provisions,
the Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical Information Exchange (IARMIE) now also allows
mutually consenting and adopted and surrendered
persons and members of their birth and adoptive
families to voluntarily exchange a wealth of
information without petitioning the courts.

What

information can be exchanged?

• the identity and last known address of other
birth and adoptive family members who have
registered with the IARMIE
• medical background information filed with
the registry
• pictures and written statements filed with
the registry
• the adoptee’s original birth certificate (providing
he or she was born in Illinois)

Who
may register?
Registration is open to –
• Birth parents of eligible adopted persons
• Adopted or surrendered persons 21 years of age
or older who were born, adopted or surrendered
in Illinois
• Non-surrendered brothers and sisters over age 21
of those who were adopted or surrendered and a
common parent is deceased
• Adoptive parents of eligible adopted persons
under age 21
• Legal guardians of adopted or surrendered persons
• Surviving sister or brother of a deceased birth
parent
• Surviving adult child of a deceased adopted person
• Surviving spouse of a deceased adopted person
with a minor child

What is

required for the release of information?

Registrants must initially provide sufficient
information about their identities and the
circumstances surrounding the adoption or surrender
to enable registry staff to determine that a “match”
exists. For example, if a woman who placed a child
for adoption 30 years ago wishes to reveal her
identity or to exchange medical information with
her surrendered son or daughter, she must file her
consent to the release of this information with the
registry. The adoptee also must have filed a consent
for the release of the same information with the
registry. If the birth mother and the adopted person
have not both registered and consented to the release
of medical and/or identifying information, no data
can be released. All registry applications must be
accompanied by proof of the registrant’s identity
(photocopy of the registrant’s driver’s license or
other state-or government-issued ID). Nonadopted birth siblings also are required to provide
proof of death for the birth parent they have in
common with the adopted person.

How
are
written statements and

photographs submitted?

The Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical Information Exchange application includes two pages for
submitting an optional written statement. Written
statements filed with the registry may not include
identifying information regarding anyone other than
the registrant. If the written statement includes
identifying information pertaining to someone
other than the registrant, it will be removed by
registry staff or the statement will be returned to
the registrant for compliance with the law.
Photographs can be submitted by enclosing them
in an unsealed envelope no larger than 8.5" x 11."
Photographs filed with the registry may not identify
anyone other than the registrant who submits them.
Photographs that do not meet these requirements
will be returned to the applicant.

How is

the medical information filed?

Medical information is filed with the registry by
completing the Medical Information Exchange Questionnaire. The questionnaire includes
a list of diseases and conditions that
medical professionals believe may be
inherited or genetically linked (i.e.,
illnesses that tend to “run in the
family”). Each applicant is asked to
indicate on the questionnaire the
diseases and conditions with which
he/she or other biological relatives have been diagnosed. This information may be of vital interest to
other registered birth family members and their
physicians. Knowing about the existence of certain
inherited conditions and diseases allows the registrant
and his/her doctor to be alert for associated symptoms
and, if possible, to take preventive action.

