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Chorio Nursery Information for Parents
What is chorio?

Timeline for your baby

“Chorio” (chorioamnionitis) is an infection of the fluid filled
sac that surrounds an unborn baby in the mother’s womb
(uterus). Chorio can be diagnosed before or after delivery.

First hour of life
Skin to skin with mother
1st breastfeed (as
appropriate)

Signs of this infection include:
■ Fever (mother)
■ High heart rate in mother or baby
■ Tender uterus
■ Foul-smelling amniotic fluid
Fever during labor may not always mean there is an infection
in mother or baby. But, we must evaluate your baby for
infection in the Prentice Women’s Hospital Chorio Nursery
on the 12th floor. There, babies are seen by specially trained
pediatricians from Lurie Children’s Hospital (Chorio Service).

Does my baby have an infection?
Most babies born to mothers with chorio do not develop
an infection. But since newborns have a limited ability to
fight a potential infection, all babies born to mothers with
chorio must be closely checked for infection and started on
antibiotics shortly after birth to prevent any problems.

What happens in the Chorio Nursery?
If your baby looks healthy at birth, they will stay with you for
1 hour after delivery. You can breastfeed and hold your baby
during this time. At 1 hour of life, a nurse will transfer your
baby to the Chorio Nursery. Your postpartum room will be
located on the same floor.
In the Chorio Nursery, a nurse will monitor your baby’s vital
signs (heart rate, breathing, oxygen levels) for 4 hours. The
nurse will place an IV and draw blood cultures to test for
infection. Blood will be drawn for lab tests at 6 hours of life.
Your baby will receive antibiotics for 24 to 48 hours.

At 1 hour of life
Nurse will take your baby
to the Chorio Nursery
Chorio Nursery
Vital signs for 4 hours
IV and blood cultures
Blood sugar checks
Lab tests drawn at 6 hours
of life
Antibiotics
24 to 48 hours of
treatment with ampicillin
every 8 hours and
gentamicin every 24 hours
After 6 hours of life
Your baby will join you in
your postpartum room
First 24 to 48 hours of life
If your baby looks well,
they will return to the
Chorio Nursery for vitals
every 4 hours and for
antibiotics

If signs and symptoms of infection arise or if the blood culture grows bacteria, your baby
may need to be transferred to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) on the 10th floor of
Prentice Women’s Hospital. Symptoms may include trouble breathing, low oxygen levels,
low blood sugars, low temperature or any other changes noted by the care team.

If your baby is not showing any signs or symptoms of a potential infection after 6 hours
of life and remains well, they will join you in your postpartum room for bonding and
infant care.

Can I care for my baby in Chorio Nursery?
Parents are welcome to be with their baby in the Chorio Nursery, and are encouraged to
breastfeed and participate in infant care. Your bedside nurse is there to support you and
to help decide the best time and location for a positive breastfeeding experience. Please
let your nurse know if you would like to breastfeed your baby.
Due to limited space, other visitors are not able to enter the Chorio Nursery. They may
view the baby through our nursery windows, if accompanied by the baby’s parent.
Family and guests may visit with your baby when they return to your postpartum room.

What about the pediatrician that I selected for my baby?
If you had a vaginal delivery and your baby’s test for infection is negative:
■ You and your baby will likely go home when your baby is 48 hours old.
■ You will meet your pediatrician at your first visit with them in the clinic, 1 to 2 days
after discharge.
■ Please call your pediatrician to let them know your baby has been born and to
schedule that first appointment. We will also fax your pediatrician all of your baby’s
birth information before you go home.
If you had a C-section delivery, your baby’s testing for infection may be done before you
are ready for discharge.
■ In this case, we will transfer your baby’s care to the pediatrician you selected.
■ If a pediatrician was not chosen or if the pediatrician does not make rounds at
Prentice, a pediatrician from Lurie Children’s Hospital will care for your baby during
the entire hospital stay.
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